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DAYTON, Ohio, January 28, 1976 - -- An eight lane swimming pool. 
k .multi-purpose area large enoygh to hold four tennis courts circled by a 
jogging track. 
Handball courts . Squash courts . Locker rooms. A lounge area. 
A building with these facilities should cost many millions and today be but 
a pipe dream for a private institution. But such a building - - The University of 
Dayton's Physical Activities Center (PAC) -- is no longer a dream. It has been 
built . It is being used and it is paid for. 
The entire cost of the building, $1.25 million, was paid for by students, 
alumni, staff, friends and private foundations. In recent months, friends of the 
University matched a $50,000 grant from The Kresge Foundation to bring the fund 
raising campaign to its goal. 
Built by Illini Building Systems of Dayton at a cost of approximately $23 per 
s~uare foot, the PAC and its economical construction have already attracted atten -
tion from other institutions. This construction cost allowed UD to build the 
facility without incurring a debt. Operational costs will be covered by Univer-
sity fees. 
During dedicat ion ceremonies Saturday, January 31, the natatorium will be 
named in honor of Brother Elmer C. Lackner, S.M. for his contributions to public 
relations, fund raising and communications programs. The gym area will be desig-
nated the Reverend Charles L. Collins, S.M. Gymnasium . The tribute to Fr. Collins 
recognizes his many years of service and leadership in intercollegiate and intra-
mural sports programs at UD. 
The need for a physical recreation building has been growing for years . The 
nineteenth century Women's Gym and the Fieldhouse (built in 1949) were not equal 
to the educational and recreational needs of a student body that rapidly expand -:. d 
through the '50s and '60s. 
Even after enrollment figures peaked, student interest in both physical 
education and physical recreation increased. The department of physical and 
health education now offers degrees on both the undergraduate and graduate levels. 
The number of intramural sports at UD grew, during one recent two-year period, 
from 17 to 34. During the same period, the aggregate number of intramural 
participants increased by more than 50%. 
NoW well over half the student body participate in intramural sports. An 
even greater number participate in unstructured recreation. 
